JACK-BOOT AND PETTICOAT
gone to the ducal backwaters of Neu-Strelitz to find a consort for
the young King: a princess better acquainted with the ways of
the world and of greater independence of spirit would have
quickly put the Dowager-Princess in her place.
george's attack upon the Whigs has usually been regarded
as conclusive evidence of his incompetence and subservience to
Bute. This view, the stock-in-trade of text-book writers, may
be accurate; but it ignores the fact that when George came to
the throne Whiggery was fast losing its grip on public affairs.
The great Whig families were the buttresses of the Hanoverian
Succession: the solidarity of their rule had done much for Great
Britain, and spared her people the agonies of a bitter dynastic
feud. But the Whigs had used their power not only to enrich
themselves and their friends, but also to vent their wrath upon
„ their Tory opponents, and thereby had made inevitable a day
of reckoning.
When the author of Seasonable Hints from an Honest Man on
the New Reign and New Parliament asked if George was c to content
himself with the shadow of royalty while a set of undertakers
for his business intercept his immediate communication with his
people and make use of the legal prerogatives of their master
to establish the illegal claims of factious oligarchy ' he was merely
echoing the sentiments of the majority of George's Tory subjects.
They thought that the Whigs had c the sovereign in leading
strings': they hoped that George would quickly put an end to
such a discreditable system of government. And there was every
indication that he would, for he had been in constant association
with Bute, whose Tory sympathies were well known.
Thus the Tories constituted themselves into a Peace Party, and
clamoured for bringing the 'German War' to a speedy end.
They disliked the war because it was a Whig war. They feared
that its continuance under the masterly direction of Pitt might
restore the waning fortunes of their political opponents. The
financial burdens created by the war fell most heavily upon the
Tory landowners, who secured none of the advantages which
accrued to Whig mercantile interests; and Pitt's profligacy in
subsidizing the Prussian Frederick was in Tory eyes a political
impiety.

